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Unmanned
Aircraft Systems

News
FAQs

Public Operations
(Govemmental)

Civil Operations (Non-
Governmental)

Model Aircraft Operations

Small UAS Netice of Proposed
Rulemaking (NPRM)

UAS Registration

No Drone Zone

Law Enforcement Resources
Key Initiatives

Regulations & Policies
Publications

Public Events

About Our Office

Temporary Flight Restrictions

FAA Home = Unmanned Aircraft Systems

Unmanned Aircraft Systems

‘ FAA Releases Drone

Registration Location Data

Searchable database lets anyone find the
city, state, or zip code of registered
OWNers.

Unmanned aircraft systems (UAS) are inherently different from manned aircraft.
Introducing UAS into the nation's airspace is challenging for both the FAA and
aviation community, because the U.S. has the busiest, most complex airspace in
the world. The FAA is taking an incremental approach to safe UAS integration

What Can | Do with my Model Aircraft?

UAS come in a variety of shapes and sizes and serve diverse purposes
Regardless of size, the responsibility to fly safely applies equally to manned and
unmanned aircraft operations. The FAA is partnering with several industry
associations to promote safe and responsible use of unmanned aircraft. Read
more about the Know Before You Fly &f educational campaign.

Different Types of UAS Operations

« Public Operations (Governmental)
« Civil Operations (Non-Governmental)
« Model Aircraft (Hobby or Recreation only)

@ Print =5 Share
<O Subscribe

Read about the draft rule for
small UAS

View FOIA Responses

Apply for a Section 333
exemption

Connect with a UAS Test Site

Contact the UAS Integration
Office

What can you do with

your unmanned
aircraft?
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3 Categories of UAS Operations

Public (Governmental)

Civil (Norgovernmental)

Model Aircraft (Hobby or Recreatiamly)

www.faa.gov/uas/
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What 1s commercial use?

Revenuegenerating
Nonrevenuegenerating
Incidental to business

May apply to some government operations

Check with the FAA or legal counsel!
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Public Operations

Requires Certificate of Authorization or Waiver (COA)

May require Class 2 Medical

May require passing grade on FAA ground exam

Letter from attorney general confirming you are government
Public aircraft

No commercial purpose

400ft AGL max
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Civil Operations

Section 333 exemption

COA

Requires licensed pilot

File NOTAM 242 hours prior to flight operations
400ft AGL max
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COA

Required for both public and private
Blanket COA under 400AGL
Somewhat streamlined process
Site/location specific

Aircraft specific

Unmanned aircraft must be registered
Organization specific

May include special provisions
Monthly reporting to FAA
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Federal Aviation
/) Administration

Welcome to the Small
Unmanned Aircraft System

(SUAS) Registration Service

This site will allow you to register your small UAS
with the FAA and update your registration.

REGISTER ( LEARNMORE ) >

Do | need to register my Unmanned Aircraft?

You need to register your aircraft if it weighs between 0.55 lbs.
(250 grams) and up to 55 lbs. (25 kg)
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Overview of Small UAS Notice of Proposed Rulemaking

Summary of Major Provisions of Proposed Part 107

The following provisions are being proposed in the FAA’s Small UAS NPRM.

Operational Limitations

Unmanned aircraft must weigh less than 55 Ibs. (25 kg)

Visual line-of-sight (VLOS) only; the unmanned aircraft must remain
within VLOS of the operator or visual observer

At all times the small unmanned aircraft must remain close enough to
the operator for the operator to be capable of seeing the aircraft with
vision unaided by any device other than corrective lenses.

Small unmanned aircraft may not operate over any persons not directly
involved in the operation

Daylight-only operations (official sunrise to official sunset, local time)
Must yield right-of-way to other aircraft, manned or unmanned.

May use visual observer (VO) but not required.

First-person view camera cannot satisfy “see-and-avoid” requirement
but can be used as long as requirement is satisfied in other ways.
Maximum airspeed of 100 mph (87 knots).

Maximum altitude of 500 feet above ground level.

Minimum weather visibility of 3 miles from control station

No operations are allowed 1n Class A (18,000 feet & above) airspace.
Operations in Class B, C, D and E airspace are allowed with the
required ATC permission

Operations in Class G airspace are allowed without ATC permission
No person may act as an operator or VO for more than one unmanned
aircraft operation at one time.

No careless or reckless operations.

Requires preflight inspection by the operator.

A person may not operate a small unmanned aircraft if he or she knows
or has reason to know of any physical or mental condition that would
interfere with the safe operation of a small UAS

Proposes a microUAS option that would allow operations in Class G
airspace, over people not involved in the operation, provided the
operator certifies he or she has the requisite aeronautical knowledge to
perform the operation

Operator Certification and
Responsibilities

Pilots of a small UAS would be considered “operators™.
Operators would be required to:
o Pass an initial aeronautical knowledge test at an FAA-approved
knowledge testing center.
o Be vetied by the Transportation Security Administration.
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Impacts on Geospatial
Applications
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