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Rules and Regulations





3 Categories of UAS Operations
Public (Governmental)

Civil (Non-governmental)

Model Aircraft (Hobby or Recreation only)

www.faa.gov/uas/



What is commercial use?

Revenue-generating

Non-revenue-generating

Incidental to business

May apply to some government operations

Check with the FAA or legal counsel!



Public Operations

Requires Certificate of Authorization or Waiver (COA)

May require Class 2 Medical

May require passing grade on FAA ground exam

Letter from attorney general confirming you are government

Public aircraft

No commercial purpose

400 ft AGL max



Civil Operations

Section 333 exemption

COA

Requires licensed pilot

File NOTAM 24-72 hours prior to flight operations

400 ft AGL max



COA

Required for both public and private

Blanket COA under 400 ft AGL

Somewhat streamlined process

Site/location specific

Aircraft specific

Unmanned aircraft must be registered

Organization specific

May include special provisions

Monthly reporting to FAA









Impacts on Geospatial 
Applications



Photogrammetry and Aerial Survey






