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THE NATIONAL MAP CORPS
- APPROACH

• Tiered-editing approach

• Standard Editors

• Peer Reviewers

• Advanced Editors

• User guides and online materials

• Describes editing process, what to collect/not to collect, 
attribute formatting

• Q&A and FAQs



THE MAPLAND ACT

Directs DOI, USFS, USACE to
Jointly develop and adopt interagency standards to
Ensure compatibility and interoperability among 
federal databases 
Collect and disseminate outdoor recreation “GIS” 
data related to federal lands



MAPLAND ACT RECREATIONAL 
FEATURES

Site Type Description

Trailhead A designated area predominantly developed to provide transition from vehicle to pedestrian, horse, or ATV travel. “Designated” means the 
responsible federal agency has marked the trailhead with ground signage, or it appears on a current and official visitor map or is included in 
a GIS dataset provided by the responsible agency.

Visitor Center A building or building cluster associated with (and usually, but not always, geographically inside) a federal land unit such as a National Park 
or National Forest. The primary purpose of a visitor center is to serve the general public through direct contact with staff and dissemination 
of information about the land unit. Visitor centers commonly have educational exhibits, artifact displays, and public restroom facilities. 
Generally, excludes primary and independent administrative office buildings open to the public and open-air structures such as 
amphitheaters, observation towers, or outdoor interpretive exhibits.

Campground A designated area on which primitive structure(s) may be erected for temporary shelter and/or where recreational vehicles are temporarily 
parked. “Designated” means the responsible federal agency has marked the area with ground signage, or the campground appears on a 
current and official visitor map or is included in a GIS dataset provided by the responsible agency.  

Ranger Station A ranger station is a small building or a portion of a larger building typically where law enforcement or emergency services are available to 
visitors, such as where a ranger is based. For some agencies, visitor centers may be a more appropriate representation and this data should 
not be duplicated in both.

Cabin A small house, cottage, or hut, usually of primitive design and often situated in a remote area. Cabins may be identified as historic facilities 
or buildings available for lodging.

Picnic Area An established area for picnics which may include picnic tables and possibly other items, such as built-in grills, water faucets, garbage 
containers, and restrooms.

Headquarters Administrative office which is often a center of operations for the area.
Shelter A roofed structure that may provide cover from weather. Shelters may have other amenities such as cooking appliances or picnic tables. 

Where a shelter covers a picnic area, the point should not be duplicated.
Boat Ramp A ramp into the water used to launch and land boats. Excludes docks, wharves, quays, piers, commercial industrial ramps.
Boating Site Site (dock, wharves', quay, or pier) managed primarily to facilitate access to water for boating activities. Excludes marinas, harbors, port 

facilities, ferry terminals. Fed agencies have few ramps. (USFS collecting).
Water Access Point A point along a river or lake where an individual can access the water.



QUESTIONS?

• GDMatthews@usgs.gov
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