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ldaho Roadless Rule:
People Working Together Using GIS for a Better Idaho

In January of 2001, President Bill Clinton issued the Roadless Area Conservation Policy. The main purpose of this policy was to prohibit road construction and timber harvest in inventoried roadless areas on all National Forest system lands.

George Bush became President later that same month and in 2004 his administration proposed a Roadless Rule. This rule would permit Governors to petition the Federal Government, allowing the state to establish the management requirements for their National
Forest systems inventoried roadless areas. For more information on the two rules and the history behind them, please see the USFS website http://www.fs.usda.gov and search for “Roadless Area Conservation”.

Shortly after the Bush roadless rule was adopted in 2005, Idaho Governor Dirk Kempthorne announced that Idaho would develop a plan for the management of its inventoried roadless areas. Governor Kempthorne appointed Jim Caswell, Administrator of the
Office of Species Conservation (OSC), to lead the project.

The Idaho Department of Lands received a request from OSC to create a series of maps showing the current state of the Inventoried Roadless Areas on National Forest systems lands within the state of Idaho. At this point in time, an affecting project was taking
place at the County level. Idaho Counties were reviewing their community protection plans to better deal with wild fire management. Counties were concerned that the initial Roadless Rule would not sufficiently protect the population of Idahoans living in wildland
urban areas. This is reflected in the maps with the inclusion of the Wildland Urban Interface boundaries.

Due to changes in Forest Management plans, further requests from OSC were made to the Department of Lands (IDL) to develop a series of maps for the proposed forest plan prescriptions for the individual National Forests in Idaho. The goals of these maps and
analysis were to assist in the collaborative effort in developing recommendations that would eventually be submitted to the Secretary of Agriculture as part of Idaho’s Roadless Petition.

ldaho’s Governor, Jim Risch, in 2006 was the first Governor to file a petition. Below you will see the various stages of The Idaho Roadless Project from the initial analysis of the roadless areas showing acreages and Wildland urban interface to the development of
ldaho’s National Inventoried Roadless Area Themes and the final maps that were submitted as part of the Idaho Roadless Petition.

The Idaho Roadless Rule was accepted in October of 2008 and published in the Federal Register, but in 2009 was challenged in Federal Court.

In January of 2011, U.S. District Judge B. Lynn Winmill upheld Idaho’s Roadless Rule. As a result of this ruling, Idaho is officially the first state to have a final roadless management plan adopted by the federal government.
http://www.fs.usda.gov/Internet/FSE_ DOCUMENTS/stelprdb5053193.pdf This poster does not reflect events after the January 2011 ruling.

This is a great example of what we can accomplish, working together for a better Idaho.
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‘Washington, DC —Idaho Senator Jim Risch and Governor C.L. “Butch” Otter hailed the ruling

issued by the Idaho District Court today that uphol ds Idaho’s Roadless Rule. In 2006, then-
Governor Risch created five management themes for Idaho®s 9.3 million roadless acres based on
local and statewi de input.
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o . r \ . " e 1 = = : ; Idaho Governor C.L. “Butch™ Otter added, “Today’s decision rightfully acknowledges the value

ez i = TRt i E £ o = ) f a R T - of local input in the federal decision-making process. It is important fo recognize the efforts of

ot e & . = " o G — P e = ~ = W, w . = = - = s = = all those who put 2o much time and energy into completing and defending Idaho’s Roadless
? y o . 1 C Rule. I believe this decision closes the chapter on a 40-year controversy and validates a new

model for resolving natural resource issues across the West.”

At 9.3 million acres, Idaho has the largest and most diverse amount of land in the lower 48 states
impacted by a 2001 nationwide roadless rule adopted by the Clinton administration.

In 2005, the Bush administration rescinded the rule and allowed states to petition the Forest
Service to develop rules to manage roadless areas with variations as opposed to the blanket
regulation in the Clinton Rule.

After 16 public meetings and thousands of comments by Idahoans, then-Governor Risch
developed a management plan for roadless areas under four different management themes plus
one special area category. The themes included: Wild Land Recreation, Primitive, Backcountry,
and General Forest. The Special Areas category would preserve important tribal and hi storical
sites.

The Idaho plan was unanimously approved by the national Roadless Area Conservation National
Advisory Committee in December 2006 and recommended for adoption to the Department of
Agriculture.
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Created and Revised by Dixie Booker-Lair GIS Analyst with Idaho Department of Lands on Augu xman, Dave Gruenhagen, Kathy Woolery and others. Phase 1 maps were created by Stephen
Cox (Idaho Dept of Agriculture) with Dixie Booker-Lair (Idaho Department of Lands) assisting staff and consultant Alison Squire. And to the USFS .



